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scales of their sword-belts, the ivory hafts, or the iron of their glaives, while experienced camel-drivers compressed their "bellies with ropes ; others sucked a stone, and some drank urine cooled in their brazen helmets.
And they ever looked for the army from Tunis! The length of time that it took to come, according to their conjecture, made its speedy arrival certain. Besides, Matho, who was so brave, would not forsake them. " He will come to-morrow I" they said to each other. The morrow came and passed, but he came not.
At the commencement they had prayed, made
vows, and all sorts of incantations; but at present
they did not feel for their Divinities other than
hatred, and out of vengeance endeavoured not to
- believe in them.
Men of violent characters perished first; the Africans resisted better than the Gauls. Zarxas, amid the Baleares, remained extended full length, his hair tossed above his arms, inert. Spendius had found a plant with broad leaves full of juice, and, in order to scare the others, declared it to be poisonous ; then he fed himself upon it.
They were too weak to knock down with a stone the ravens that flew about. Sometimes, when a bearded-vulture perched on a corpse, and had been for a long time tearing it, a man would craw] towards it with a javelin between his teeth, lean upon his arm, and, having taken a good aim, throw the weapon. The bird with white plumage, disturbed by the noise, would pause, look all about in a tranquil manner, like a cormorant on a reef, then, when satisfied no